
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  

	   	  

Definition:  Instead of general,  vague descriptions,  specific          details help the  
           
          the person,              , thing, or        that you are describing.	  

	  

 

Example:  “…What if she is one of those cheerleaders that like some football player 
that can punch my lights out all the way to Pluto?  I guess they don’t sell body armor 
at the Country Store.  Of course, I almost didn’t notice the fine print in the purple gel 
ink that said, ‘Come to tonight’s basketball game.  I’m number 25’“  (Roeschen, 
Michael, “My Secret Valentine”). 
 

Application: Read the excerpt from Cisneros’ chapter, “The Family of Little Feet.”    
Highlight the sentence that truly utilizes Specific Details For Effect and then answer 
the question that follows.	  

 
There was a family.  All were little.  Their arms were little, and their hands were little, 
and their height was not tall, and their feet were very small.  The grandpa slept on the 
living room couch and snored through his teeth.  His feet were fat and doughy like thick 
tamales, and these he powdered and stuffed into white socks and brown leather shoes. 

1. Explain why the Specific Detail you highlighted works effectively in the above excerpt.	  

 

	  

	   	  

But I knew her sick from the disease that would not go, her legs bunched under the 

yellow sheets, the bones gone limp as worms.  The yellow pillow, the yellow smell, the 

bottles and spoons.  Her head thrown back like a thirsty lady.  My aunt, the swimmer. 

 
2. Read the passage from the vignette “Born Bad” and then highlight a Specific Detail 

that stands out to you and explain why it works effectively in the above excerpt.	  

 

 

Name: 

Teacher: 

Class: 
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She never saw the dirty dishes in the sink.  She couldn’t see the ceilings dusty with flies, the ugly 
maroon walls, the bottles and sticky spoons.  I can’t forget the smell.  Like sticky capsules filled 
with jelly.  My aunt, a little oyster, a little piece of meat on an open shell for us to look at.  Hello, 
hello.  As if she had fallen into a well. 

3. Explain why the SPECIFIC DETAILS you highlighted work effectively in the above excerpt. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Writing Situation:  In the vignette “Born Bad,” the children change the game of 
charades from mimicking movie stars to pretending to be Aunt Lupe.  Think about a time when 
you made fun of a friend, an enemy or a family member.  Recall the ways in which you made 
them look silly or foolish.  Imagine how they would have felt if they had heard you or had seen 
you making fun of them behind their back.  
  

Writing Directions: Using “Born Bad” as a model, write a vignette about a time when 
you made fun of someone by mocking them, making them look foolish, or by talking about them 
behind their back.  Be sure to use SPECIFIC DETAILS FOR EFFECT in your writing.  
Vignette must include a minimum of 150 words. 
 

 

Total            /64 

 8 
Stellar  

7 
Good 

 

6 
Adequate 

5 
Inadequate 

 

Specific Details For Effect – Show not Tell/Sensory      

Repetition For Effect – Repeated words or phrases 
used for effect 

    

Figurative Language – Good use of similes, 
metaphors, personification 

    

Dialogue/Interior Monologue – Speech between 
two or more persons/Inner-most thoughts and feelings 

    

Vibrant Vocabulary – Vivid verbs and amazing 
adjectives 

    

Conventions – Spelling, Punctuation, Indented 
Paragraphs, Capitalization 

    

Presentation –Title, 12pt. Font, Double-Spaced, 
Word Count, Proper MLA Heading 

    

Paperwork – Peer Review WS, 2nd Draft, Revision 
WS, Rough Draft 
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